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The title of this thesis, FANCM the mouse 
that roared, is a reference to both the book 
(1955) and later the movie (1959): “The 
mouse that roared”. This satire deals about 
a fictive nation, the Duchy of Grand Fen-
wick which faces bankruptcy and therefore 
decides to declare war on the United States, 
as they are certain this will lead to immedi-
ate defeat followed by generous American 
aid. However, due to a series of events they 
come into possession of the notorious 
Q-bomb after which America unexpectedly 
surrenders to the small nation.
The analogy with the FANCM mouse 
model will be apparent after reading this 
thesis. The FANCM mouse model was 
initially thought to be yet another Fanconi 
anemia mouse model. However, Fancm-
deficient mice and MEFs show a phenotype 
that extends past the canonical FA pathway 
for ICL repair. This thesis proposes that 
FANCM plays a more global role in replica-
tion fork metabolism by aiding in fork stalling and reinstallation. Hence the transforma-
tion of the initially thought to be insignificant and negligible mouse model into a mouse 
that roared!
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openbare verdediging van 
mijn proefschrift
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om 13.45 in de Aula van 
de Vrije Universiteit te 
Amsterdam.
Aansluitend aan de 
verdediging is er een receptie 
ter plaatse waar u ook van 
harte welkom bent.
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